DRUGS EDUCATION POLICY
JUNE 2020
NB: This policy should be read alongside our Drugs in School Policy which:



Gives a clear view on the use of drugs in school and the responsibilities of the school
Provides information so that everyone is clear about the procedures should a drug-related
incident occur and what the school will do if that should happen
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Introduction to Drug Education
We believe that every child should have equal access to programmes of education that equip them with
the skills, knowledge and attitudes to allow them to make healthy and informed decisions about their
lives now and in the future. We recognise that drugs play a part in all of our lives to varying degrees and
that experimentation with drugs is a feature of many young peoples’ lives.
It is the responsibility of the school, therefore, to help reduce the harm from drugs through a Drugs
Education Programme. We will take a proactive role in promoting healthy living and will take action to
educate both pupils and staff about the dangers involved in the abuse of drugs.
This policy aims to
 Give information about what is taught
 Give guidance to teachers, support staff and visitors about drug education
In developing this policy we have consulted with pupils, members of staff, governors and
parents/carers.
Definition
We accept the definition of drugs as – ‘...any substance which alters the way in which the body
functions’ (Plant, 1987) which includes  Legal drugs - alcohol, tobacco, solvents, aspirin, etc.
 Over the counter and prescribed drugs –medicines, inhalers, insulin, antibiotics etc.
 Illegal drugs - cannabis, LSD, Ecstacy, heroin etc.
Aims of drug education
The aim of our drug education programme is to give pupils information about the effects and risks from
drugs including prescribed and over the counter medicines and to develop positive attitudes and the
skills and confidence to make healthy, safe and informed decisions.
Objectives
To provide opportunities for pupils to  Give pupils information on a range of drugs, their potential effect on the body, the mind and on
personal relationships.
 Give pupils knowledge and understanding about the benefits of beneficial drugs when used
appropriately.
 Give pupils an overview of the current legislation on drug use and abuse.
 Develop personal and social skills to resist the pressure of drug misuse.
 Enable pupils to make healthy, safe and informed choices.
 Generally enhance pupils’ decision making skills using drug education/pastoral care as a vehicle.
 Help pupils to avoid situations where they might find themselves at risk.
 Give pupils the confidence to make safe and informed choices.
 Provide accurate information to increase pupils’ understanding about the implications and possible
consequences of legal, prescribed and illegal drugs.
 Help pupils explore the different attitudes to drugs and drug use.
 Gain knowledge and understanding about the effects and risks of drug use and misuse, including
social and relationship issues
 Know where and how to get help and advice.
 Develop and practise the skills they need to avoid the misuse of drugs and manage situations
involving drugs.
 Develop positive attitudes to healthy living, including discussing issues relating to drugs, alcohol and
tobacco

Organisation
 The PSHE-Citizenship Co-ordinator is the designated drug education co-ordinator for the school. He
will undergo regular training to keep up-to-date with current developments.
 Subject teachers integrate elements of drug education and other PSHE topics into lessons, where
appropriate.
 As far as possible, an interactive teaching-learning approach is used. There is a central resource
bank, which includes schemes of work, materials and drugs information in a variety of media.
 Outside agencies are used to further enhance curriculum provision.
 To support drugs education in the school, teachers may wish to include parents, the school nurse,
religious and health professionals from different institutions
Curriculum
Drug education is an integral part of curricular provision and pastoral care for all pupils. It is delivered in
the context of the National Curriculum and PSHE Framework at an age appropriate level and taught as
part of the Science and PSHE curriculum, both at Primary and Secondary level. Our curriculum is
sensitive to the needs of young people who are learning about legal and illegal drugs and may be taking
prescribed drugs as part of their treatment.
Monitoring and Evaluating
 The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of the whole teaching staff, and is monitored
by the PSHE-Citizenship Co-ordinator and the Headteacher.
 The Drug Education Programme is monitored through the school’s whole school monitoring and
review procedure.
 Resources to support development of the teaching programme will be reviewed annually by the
PSHE-Citizenship co-ordinator
Confidentiality
Although Drugs Education is not about personal disclosures, staff are aware of the procedures if a pupil
discloses information where it is felt that their welfare is at risk or they are in danger.
The school will ensure that staff understand that they cannot offer unconditional confidentiality to
pupils. They will work within the school's confidentiality policy agreed procedure for recording and
reporting disclosures and the nature of access to this information.
The school will ensure that pupils know that teachers cannot offer unconditional confidentiality and are
reassured that their best interests will be maintained. They will be reminded that if confidentiality has
to be broken, they will be informed first and then supported as appropriate. They are encouraged to
talk to their parents or carers and are provided with support to do so.
This school upholds the right of any health professional to work within their professional code of
conduct. However, when professionals are delivering aspects of Drugs Education in the classroom they
are bound by the schools Drugs Education Policy.
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