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Solving the Enigma
As part of the school’s promotion of
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths (STEM), we were delighted to
welcome Natasha Riley from Bletchley
Park and the actual Enigma machine
that was used in the film the Imitation
Game, starring Benedict Cumberbach.
Natasha explained how the machine
was recovered during World War II,
and demonstrated and explained how
the machine was used both on the
ward and in the classroom.

Message from the Headteacher
With the New Year well under way our
attention now turns to the challenges
ahead both for our individual pupils
and for the school as a whole. The
school’s commitment to our 3 key
principles
of change, developing
independence
and
improving
resilience continues as we believe
these to be essential if real progress
after recovering from a physical or
mental health challenge is to be made.
Our pupils reflect this on a daily basis,
so I would especially like to wish our
Year 11 Day School pupils all the very
best with their upcoming interviews
for school and college placements next
year. We are proud they have
overcome their difficulties to arrive at
a position where many in their place
would have not succeeded.
I would also like to say well done to all
the staff who recently contributed to
the school being awarded Leading
Practice status for Mental Health and
Well Being and the Silver Healthy
Schools Award.
Alex Yates

Spreading good Clinical Practice
Teachers in schools spend a good deal
of time discussing the art of effective
teaching, or pedagogy. Mike Clift, the
Clinical Lead Practice Educator, and
Steve Green, our Deputy Headteacher,
are
working
closely
devising
opportunities for clinical practitioners
and educators to observe each other
teach and provide opportunities to
share and develop best practice.
Parent Support Group Wed 1 March 5.00pm to 6.00pm
Deadline for Parent Governor Nominations:
Wed 15 March (for details see school website)
INSET Day 4 Friday 24 March
Spring term 2 Mon 20 Feb to Fri 31 March
Summer term 1 Tues 18 April to Fri 26 May
Half term Mon 29 May to Fri 2 June

School Printing Project
The school is excited to start a
collaboration with local artist Dr Bess
Frimodig over the following weeks
exploring printmaking techniques and
other creative processes. The skills
acquired can be directly applied to the
tasks required to obtain their Art GCSE
in June. Pupils also benefited from the
opportunity to attend a private tour of
the current exhibition at the Saatchi
Gallery, followed by an experimental
drawing workshop inspired by the
exhibited painters.

INSET Day 5 Fri 21 July
Governor Body Meeting Finance and Premises: Thurs 18 May
Governor Body Meeting Curriculum: Thurs 23 Mar, Thurs 15 June
Governor Body Meeting Full Governing Body: Thurs 30 Mar, Thurs 6 July
School Charity Auction in Hospital Atrium 6pm until 9pm, Wed 28 June
Activity Week to Lake District starting Mon 10 July

Help with Crohn’s and Colitis
As a result of our work with young
children with Crohn’s and Colitis we have
begun to make very good links with the
charity Crohn’s and Colitis UK. A wealth
of useful information can be downloaded
from their website, ranging from advice
to schools and colleges on how best to
manage the condition as inclusively as
possible to guidance on applying for
disability living allowances. They also
organise family network events such as
holidays, fun runs and conferences.
https://www.crohnsandcolitis.org.uk/

February’s Jack Petchey Award winner
This term’s overwhelming winner of The Jack
Petchey Achievement Award is Shahinur. He was
identified by staff and pupils as having a consistently
positive attitude to learning and a pupil who
participates in all activities regardless of difficulty.
Shahinur has decided to spend the money on
purchasing a much needed camera and tripod that
will be used for recording practice college
interviews. This will also come in very handy for
keeping records of teacher assessed work such as
AQA Unit Awards and the Speaking and Listening
components of a number of GCSEs.
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Spring Term 1

‘ School Lunches

Outward bound in July 10th to 14th
The Gate House in Eskdale, Cumbria, is
the location for the school’s next
Outward Bound adventure. It was built
in 1896 as a country retreat and
converted
into
Eskdale
outdoor
education centre in 1950. With 60 acres
of landscaped grounds, stunning views
of some of the highest summits in
England and the picturesque village of
Eskdale Green just down the road, it's
the perfect wilderness location for our
next Outward Bound challenge.

As part of our Healthy School initiative we
have succeeded in obtaining a reduction
for our pupils eating in the hospital
canteen. Previously a hot meal cost
£4.50 but from February 6th pupils are
now able to obtain a cooked, hot meal
and water or fruit for just £3.50. We are
very grateful to the hospital canteen staff
for their support in ensuring our pupils
have access to a healthy, wholesome and
nutritious meal each day.
Leading School: Mental Health and
wellbeing
We are very pleased that Camden has
recognised us as a Leading Practice
School in the area of Mental Health and
Wellbeing. Our innovation of having
developed and produced Thinking Cards
played a big role in our obtaining this
status. The Thinking Cards continue to
be used by our students to good effect,
and a number of secondary and primary
schools in the borough and elsewhere
are incorporating them into their
practice.

Healthy Schools Silver Award
We are delighted to announce that we
have been awarded the London Healthy
Schools Silver Award. This prestigious
award was granted in recognition of the
schools commitment to the physical and
mental wellbeing of our pupils. We are
one of the few schools in Camden to
achieve the Silver Award and we hope
that in the next eighteen months we
will be successful in our bid for applying
for a Gold award.
Strength through Horses
Strength through Horses provides an
alternative mode of engagement to that
normally provided through traditional
mental health services. Based in
Edgware, the programme will provide an
environment for personal growth and
confidence building as our pupils embark
on a 6 week programme in all things
equestrian. The horses are used as a
vehicle to develop people skills and
social and emotional wellbeing. Our
pupils will also have the opportunity to
develop their horse riding skills in
addition to exploring employment in
related fields where they can possibly
make a positive contribution.

Parent Support Group
Following the success of previous Parent
Support Groups, the next meeting will
take place on Wednesday March 1st from
5.00pm - 6.30pm. All parents are very
welcome. Navigating through this crucial
period of transition between school and
college, in addition to the possible
stresses leading up to GCSEs, can be
tricky at the best of times, so we
consider the opportunity to meet, listen
and talk to other parents, as well as
CAMHS professionals, of vital importance.
Refreshments will be provided.

